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490 New Maps. 

York State, for instance, is so crowded with place-names that many rivers and 
all the mountains have to be sacrificed, so that the surface of the State seems- 
to be as level as a floor. What is the use of all these town-names on a map so 
small that not a third of them can be shown ? In a bit of Greene Co. we see 
the hamlet of Lexington, while the neighbouring towns of Hunter, Windham, 
and Prattsville, all much larger and more important, are not given. The maps 
are produced in a style that is obsolete in all countries where modern methods 
of cartography have come into general use. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Climate. Considered Especially in Relation to Man. By Robert 
DeCourcy Ward, xv and 372 pp., 34 Illustrations, and Index. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, New York, 1908. 

Mr. Ward has produced a book that may be read with profit by any intelli- 
gent person and will also serve admirably as supplementary reading for students 
of climatology. The introduction, for the most part a very condensed synopsis 
of the first six chapters of Hann's "Handbook of Climatology," gives a systematic 
discussion of the elements of climate and their treatment. The author presents 
very fully the different classifications of climatic zones and climates, illustrating 
the subject with German charts. A chapter each is given to a simple and vivid 
description of the climates of the tropical, temperate, and polar zones, illustrated 
by typical curves of temperature, rainfall, and cloudiness, which the author spe- 
cially prepared for the book. Chapter VII presents a survey of some of the rela- 
tions between weather and climate and a few of the more important diseases, 
the only summary of the kind that is accessible to the general reader. The chapter 
considers tropical death-rates, hygiene in the tropics, and the acclimatization of 
the white race in the tropics. 

In three chapters the life of man in the tropics and in the temperate and 
polar zones is considered. The voluminous subject is not discussed in detail but 
the author has aimed to give a clear insight into it by presenting typical illus- 
trations here and there. "The coordination of many illustrations of the control of 
climate over the life of man by climatic zones gives an adequate emphasis to the 
climatic factor which has hitherto been much neglected." The final chapter 
deals with historical and periodical changes of climate, a topic of great popular 
interest. The general subject is, of course, of vital importance to the human 
race and it is treated in a manner so clear and readable that the book is pre- 
eminently adapted for wide usefulness. 

Personal Hygiene in Tropical and Semi-Tropical Countries. Fy 
Isaac Williams Brewer. F. A. Davis Company, Philadelphia, 1008. 
(Price, $1.) 

Dr. Brewer has condensed in this little volume a great deal of practical infor- 
mation concerning the maintenance of health in such regions as the Philippines, 
Cuba, Panama, and other parts of the tropics. He convevs his message in plain 



